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Purpose

The Board recognizes the importance of a safe school environment relative to the educational process.
Possession of weapons in the school setting is a threat to the safety of students and staff and is
prohibited by law.

Definitions

Weapon - the term shall include but is not limited to any knife, cutting instrument, cutting tool,
nunchaku, firearm, shotgun, rifle, replica of a weapon, and any other tool, instrument or implement
capable of inflicting serious bodily injury.[1][2]

Possession - a student is in possession of a weapon when the weapon is found on the person of the
student; in the student's locker or assigned storage area; or under the student's control while on
school property, on property being used by the school, at any school function or activity, at any school
event held away from the school, or while the student is coming to or from school.

Authority

The Board prohibits students from possessing and bringing weapons and replicas of weapons into any
district buildings, onto school property, to any school-sponsored activity, and onto any public vehicle
providing transportation to or from school or a school-sponsored activity, or while the student is coming
to or from school.[2][3]

The Board shall expel for a period of not less than one (1) year any student who violates this weapons
policy. Such expulsion shall be given in conformance with formal due process proceedings required by
law and Board policy.[2][4][5]

The Superintendent may recommend modifications of such expulsion requirement on a case-by-case
basis.[2]

In the case of a student with a disability, including a student for whom an evaluation is pending, the
district shall take all steps required to comply with state and federal laws and regulations, the
procedures set forth in the memorandum of understanding with local law enforcement and Board
policies.[2][4][6][Z][8][9]1[10][11]

Delegation of Responsibility




The Superintendent or designee shall react promptly to information and knowledge concerning
possession of a weapon. Such action shall be in compliance with state law and regulations and with the
procedures set forth in the memorandum of understanding with local law enforcement officials and the
district’s emergency preparedness plan.[11][12][13]

When the behavior of a student in possession of a weapon indicates a threat to the safety of
the student, other students, school employees, school facilities, the community or others,
district staff shall report the student to the threat assessment team, in accordance with
applicable law and Board policy.[14][15]

Guidelines

The Superintendent or designee shall immediately report incidents involving weapons on school
property, at any school-sponsored activity or on a conveyance providing transportation to or from a
school or school-sponsored activity to the local police department that has jurisdiction over the school’s
property, in accordance with state law and regulations, the procedures set forth in the memorandum of
understanding with local law enforcement and Board policies.[2][11][12][16][17][18]

The Superintendent or designee shall notify the parent/guardian of any student directly involved in an
incident involving weapons as a victim or suspect immediately, as soon as practicable. The
Superintendent or designee shall inform the parent/guardian whether or not the local police department
that has jurisdiction over the school property has been or may be notified of the incident. The
Superintendent or designee shall document attempts made to reach the parent/quardian.[11][17][19]

In accordance with state law, the Superintendent shall annually, by July 31, report all incidents involving
possession of a weapon to the Office for Safe Schools on the required form.[11][16]

The building principal shall annually inform staff, students and parents/guardians about the Board policy
prohibiting weapons and about their personal responsibility for the health, safety and welfare of the
school community.

An exception to this policy may be made by the Superintendent, who shall prescribe special conditions
or administrative regulations to be followed.[2]

In accordance with federal law, possession or discharge of a firearm in, on, or within 1,000 feet of
school grounds is prohibited. Violations shall be reported to the appropriate law enforcement
agency. [20][21]

Transfer Students

When the district receives a student who transfers from a public or private school during an expulsion
period for an offense involving a weapon, the district may assign that student to an alternative
assignment or may provide alternative education, provided the assignment does not exceed the
expulsion period.[2][22]

NOTES:

Gun-Free School Zone Act was found unconstitutional = change language to read “In accordance with
federal law...” and keep cites to 18 U.S.C. Sec. 921, 922.

The “replica of a weapon” language in the policy definition of “weapon” is not included in School Code
1301-A or 1317.2; it was included because PSBA and solicitors agree that districts may define “weapon”
through policy based on their needs—that language was included as a recommendation from a school
safety standpoint, since it is often difficult to tell whether a weapon, particularly a gun, is real or a
model.
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Title Terroristic Threats
Code 218.2 Vol IIT 2021
Status First Reading
Adopted September 15, 2008
Last Revised August 19, 2013
Purpose

The Board recognizes the danger that terroristic threats by students present to the safety and welfare of
district students, staff and community. The Board acknowledges the need for an immediate and
effective response to a situation involving a terroristic threat.

Definitions

Communicate - shall mean to convey in person or by written or electronic means, including telephone,
electronic mail, Internet, facsimile, telex and similar transmissions.[1]

Terroristic threat - shall mean a threat communicated either directly or indirectly to commit any crime
of violence with the intent to terrorize another; to cause evacuation of a building, place of assembly or
facility of public transportation; or to otherwise cause serious public inconvenience, or cause terror or
serious public inconvenience with reckless disregard of the risk of causing such terror or inconvenience.

[1]
Authority

The Board prohibits any district student from communicating terroristic threats directed at any student,
employee, Board member, community member or property owned, leased or being used by the district.

Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent or designee, in coordination with the threat assessment team, shall react
promptly to information and knowledge concerning a possible or actual terroristic threat. Such action
shall be in compliance with state law and regulations, Board policy, the procedures set forth in the
memorandum of understanding with local law enforcement officials and the district’'s emergency
preparedness plan.[2][3][4][5][6]

Guidelines

In all cases of terroristic threats, where a student’s behavior indicates a threat to the safety
of the student, other students, school employees, school facilities, the community or others,
district staff shall report the student to the threat assessment team, in accordance with
applicable law and Board policy.[3]1[4]




Staff members and students shall be made aware of their responsibility for informing the threat
assessment team regarding any information or knowledge relevant to a possible or actual terroristic
threat.[4][7]

The threat assessment team shall immediately inform the Superintendent or designee, School
Safety and Security Coordinator and building principal of a terroristic threat, in accordance
with Board policy and administrative regulations.[4]

The Superintendent or designee may report incidents involving terroristic threats on school property, at
any school-sponsored activity or on a conveyance providing transportation to or from a school or school-
sponsored activity to the local police department that has jurisdiction over the school’s property, in
accordance with state law and regulations, the procedures set forth in the memorandum of

The Superintendent or designee shall notify the parent/guardian of any student directly involved in an
incident involving a terroristic threat as a victim or suspect immediately, as soon as practicable. The
Superintendent or designee shall inform the parent/guardian whether or not the local police department
that has jurisdiction over the school property has been or may be notified of the incident. The
Superintendent or designee shall document attempts made to reach the parent/guardian.[6][9][11]

In accordance with state law, the Superintendent shall annually, by July 31, report all incidents of
terroristic threats to the Office for Safe Schools on the required form.[6][8]

In the case of a student with a disability, including a student for whom an evaluation is pending, the
district shall take all steps required to comply with state and federal laws and regulations, the
procedures set forth in the memorandum of understanding with local law enforcement and Board
policies.[6][12][13][14][15][16]

If a student is expelled for making terroristic threats, the Board may require, prior to readmission, that
the student provide competent and credible evidence from a behavioral service provider that the
student does not pose a risk of harm to others.[4][15][17]

NOTES:
Act 76 of 1998 - Restitution Payments - 18 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 2706
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Title Threat Assessment
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Status First Reading
Purpose

The Board is committed to protecting the health, safety and welfare of its students and the school
community and providing the resources and support to address identified student needs. The Board
adopts this policy to address student behavior that may indicate a threat to the safety of the student,
other students, school employees, school facilities, the community and others.[1]

Authority

The Board directs the Superintendent or designee, in consultation with the School Safety and Security
Coordinator, to establish a threat assessment team and develop procedures for assessing and
intervening with students whose behavior may indicate a threat to the safety of the student, other
students, school employees, school facilities, the community and others.[1]

Definitions

Behavioral service providers - includes, but is not limited to, a state, county or local behavioral
health service provider, crisis intervention center or psychiatric hospital. The term includes a private
service provider which contracts with a state, county or local government to act as a behavioral health
agency.[2]

Bias - the attitudes or beliefs we have about a person or group that affects our understanding, actions
and decisions in a conscious or subconscious manner.[3]

Individualized Management Plan - a plan developed for a student who is referred to the threat
assessment team that documents the concerns that brought a student to the team’s attention, as well
as the resources and supports a student might need based on the information gathered during the
assessment.

Threat assessment - a fact-based process for the assessment of and intervention with students whose
behaviors may indicate a threat to the safety of the student other students, school employees, school
facilities, the community or others.

Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent or designee, in consultation with the School Safety and Security Coordinator, shall
appoint individuals to a district threat assessment team. [1]

The Superintendent or designee shall designate a member of the team as team leader for the threat
assessment team.[1]




The threat assessment team shall include the School Safety and Security Coordinator and individuals
with expertise in school health; counseling, school psychology or social work; special education and
school administration.[1]

Building Principals
School Counselors
School Psychologist

Coordinator of Special Services
School Resource Officer

The Superintendent or designee may assign additional staff members or designated community
resources to the threat assessment team for assessment and response support.

Guidelines

Training

The Superintendent or designee (and School Safety and Security Coordinator) shall ensure that threat
assessment team members are provided individual and/or group training on:[1]
1. Responsibilities of threat assessment team members.

2. Process of identifying, reporting, assessing, responding to and intervening with threats.
3. Identifying and avoiding racial, cultural or disability bias.[3][8]

4. Confidentiality requirements under state and federal laws and regulations, and Board policies.[4]

[6]1[9][10][11]
5. Student Assistance Program process.[4]
6. Youth suicide awareness, prevention and response.[7]
7. Trauma-informed approach.[12]

8. Safe2Say Something procedures.[6]

Threat assessment team training shall be credited toward professional education requirements and
school safety and security training requirements for staff, in accordance with applicable law and Board
policy.[1][6][13][14][15][16]

Information for Students, Parents/Guardians and Staff

The district shall notify students, staff and parents/guardians about the existence and purpose of the
threat assessment team through posting information on the district website, publishing in handbooks or
through other appropriate methods.[1]

The threat assessment team shall make available age-appropriate informational materials to students
regarding recognition of threatening or at-risk behavior that may present a threat to the student, other
students, school employees, school facilities, the community or others and how to report concerns,
including through the Safe2Say Something program and other district reporting hotlines or methods.
Informational materials shall be available for review by parents/guardians.[1][7][8][17][18][19]

The threat assessment team shall make available informational materials for school employees
regarding recognition of threatening or at-risk behavior that may present a threat to the student, other
students, school employees, school facilities, the community or others and how to report concerns,
including through the Safe2Say Something program and other district reporting hotlines or methods.
Information for school employees shall include a list of the staff members who have been appointed to
the threat assessment team.[1][7][8][17][19]



Reporting and Identification

The threat assessment team shall document, assess and respond to reports received regarding students
whose behavior may indicate a threat to the safety of the student, other students, school employees,
school facilities, the community or others.[1]

The threat assessment team shall assist in assessing and responding to reports that are received
through the Safe2Say Something Program identifying students who may be a threat to themselves or
others.[1][6]

The threat assessment team shall assist in assessing and responding to reports of students exhibiting
self-harm or suicide risk factors or warning signs, as identified in accordance with applicable law and
Board policy.[1][7]

When the threat assessment team has made a preliminary determination that a student’s reported
behavior may indicate a threat to the safety of the student, other students, school employees, school
facilities, the community or others, the team shall immediately take the following steps:[1]
1. Notify the Superintendent or designee (and School Safety and Security Coordinator) of the
reported threat.

2. Notify the building principal of the school the student attends of the reported threat, who shall
notify the student’s parent/guardian of the reported threat.

When a reported student’s behavior indicates that there may be an imminent threat to the safety of the
student or others, or an emergency situation, a threat assessment team member shall take immediate
action, which may include promptly reporting to the appropriate law enforcement agency and school
administration.[1][5][6][20]

Where a threat assessment team member has reasonable cause to suspect that a reported situation
indicates that a student may be a victim of child abuse, the member shall make a report of suspected
child abuse in accordance with law and Board policy.[1][21][22]

Inguiry and Assessment

In investigating, assessing and responding to threat reports, the threat assessment team shall make a
determination if the report should be addressed under one or more specific Board policies, based on the
subject matter of the report and the requirements of law, and Board policy, including, but not limited to,
reports involving:

1. Discrimination/Title IX Sexual Harassment.[8][17]

2. Bullying/Cyberbullying.[19]
3. Suicide Awareness, Prevention and Response.[7]
4. Hazing.[23]

5. Dating Violence.[24]

Members of the threat assessment team shall engage in an assessment of the reported student
behavior that may indicate a threat, in accordance with training and established procedures. This
process may include, but is not limited to:
1. Interviewing the student, other students, staff, parents/guardians or others regarding the
subject(s) of the reported threat.

2. Reviewing existing academic, health and disciplinary records and assignments, as appropriate,
regarding the subject(s) of the report.

3. Conducting searches of lockers, storage spaces, and other possessions on school property as
applicable, in accordance with applicable law, regulations and Board policy.[25]




4. Examining outside resources such as social media sites, in coordination with law enforcement, or
contacting law enforcement, juvenile probation, or community agencies to request additional
information about the subject(s) of the report, in accordance with law, regulations and Board
policies.

5. Where appropriate, convening the appropriate team to assess and/or address the situation that is
the subject of the report, such as the Individualized Education Program (IEP) team, Section 504
Team, Behavior Support team, Student Assistance Program team, or others.[4][26][27][28][29]
[30]

The threat assessment team shall establish and implement procedures, in accordance with the district’s
Memorandum of Understanding, to address situations where the investigation of a reported threat shall
be transferred to the appropriate law enforcement agency.[5][20]

The threat assessment team may request that the county agency or juvenile probation department
consult and cooperate with the team in assessing the student who is the subject of a preliminary
determination regarding a threat.[1]

When assessment of a student’s behavior determines that it is not a threat to the student, other
students, school employees, school facilities, the community or others, the threat assessment team
shall document the assessment and may refer the student to other appropriate resources such as a
child study team, the Student Assistance Program team, an IEP or Section 504 Team or other district
supports and services.

Response and Intervention

The threat assessment team shall develop an Individualized Management Plan for each student
identified and assessed as posing a threat to the student, other students, school employees, school
facilities, the community or others. The plan should document the team’s evaluation of the threat and
recommendations for disposition of the threat, including the information gathered during the
assessment and recommendations for response and intervention.

Following notification to the student’s parent/guardian, the threat assessment team may refer the
student to an appropriate program or take action to address the reported situation in accordance with
applicable Board policy, which may include, but is not limited to:[1]

1. A referral to the Student Assistance Program.[4]

2. A referral to the appropriate law enforcement agency.[5][6][20]

3. An appropriate evaluation to determine whether the student is a qualified student with a disability
in need of a Section 504 Service Agreement or in need of special education services through an
Individualized Education Program (IEP), in accordance with applicable law and Board policy.[26]
[27][30]

4. A referral to the student’s IEP Team to review and address the student’s IEP and/or Positive
Behavior Support Plan. This could include, but is not limited to, a manifestation determination or
functional behavioral assessment in accordance with applicable law, regulations and Board policy.
[27][28]1[29][30]

5. A referral to the student’s Section 504 Team to review and address the student’s Section 504
Service Agreement and/or Positive Behavior Support Plan.[26]

6. With prior parental consent, a referral to a behavioral service provider, health care provider or
county agency.[31]

7. Addressing behavior in accordance with applicable discipline policies and the Code of Student
Conduct.[32][33][34][35]




8. Ongoing monitoring of the student by the threat assessment team, Student Assistance Program
team or other appropriate school personnel.

9. Taking steps to address the safety of any potential targets identified by the reported threat.[6]
[36]

Safe Schools Incident Reporting -

For Safe Schools reporting purposes, the term incident means an instance involving an act of violence;
the possession of a weapon; the possession, use, or sale of a controlled substance or drug
paraphernalia as defined in the Pennsylvania Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act; the
possession, use, or sale of alcohol or tobacco; or conduct that constitutes an offense listed under the

When a reported threat also meets the definition of an incident under the Safe Schools Act, in
accordance with reporting requirements, the Superintendent or designee shall immediately report
required incidents, if not previously reported by district staff, and may report discretionary incidents
committed by students on school property, at any school-sponsored activity or on a conveyance
providing transportation to or from a school or school-sponsored activity to the local police department
that has jurisdiction over the school’s property, in accordance with state law and regulations, the
procedures set forth in the Memorandum of Understanding with local law enforcement and Board
policies.[20][32][37][38][40][41][42]

The Superintendent or designee shall notify the parent/guardian, if not previously notified by district
staff, of any student directly involved in an incident on school property, at any school-sponsored activity
or on a conveyance providing transportation to or from a school or school-sponsored activity, who is a
victim or suspect, immediately, as soon as practicable. The Superintendent or designee will inform the
parent/guardian whether or not the local police department that has jurisdiction over the school
property has been or may be notified of the incident. The Superintendent or designee will document
attempts made to reach the parent/guardian.[20][38][43]

Students With Disabilities —

When reporting an incident committed by a student with a disability or referring a student with a
disability to a law enforcement agency, the district shall provide the information required by state and
federal laws and regulations and shall ensure that copies of the special education and disciplinary
records of the student are transmitted for consideration by these authorities. The district shall ensure
compliance with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act when transmitting copies of the student’s

Monitoring and Management

If a student has an Individualized Management Plan, the threat assessment team shall monitor the
Individualized Management Plan and coordinate with the designated team or resource to provide
support and follow-up assessment as necessary. Follow-up assessments, referrals, re-entry plans and
other supports shall be documented as part of the student’s Individualized Management Plan.

The threat assessment team, in coordination with other appropriate teams and supports, shall
determine when the student’s Individualized Management Plan is no longer needed for disposition of the
threat(s), and may transfer appropriate information in accordance with applicable law, regulations and
Board policy.[4][7]1[9]1[11][26][27]

Records Access and Confidentiality

In order to carry out their duties and facilitate the timely assessment of and intervention with students
whose behavior may indicate a threat, the threat assessment team shall have access to the following
student information to the extent permitted under applicable law and regulations:[1]

1. Student health records.[48][49]




2. Prior school disciplinary records.[9][11][50]

3. Records related to adjudication under applicable law and regulations.[50][51][52][53][54][55]

4. Records of prior behavioral or mental health or psychological evaluations or screenings maintained
by the district.

5. Other records or information that may be relevant to evaluating a threat or determining treatment
or referral options for a student that are maintained by the district.

The threat assessment team shall use all information or records obtained in fulfilling the team’s duty in
accordance with law to evaluate a threat or to recommend disposition of a threat. Team members shall
not redisclose any record or information obtained or otherwise use any record of a student beyond the
purpose for which the disclosure was made to the team, in accordance with law.[1]

The threat assessment team shall maintain confidentiality and handle all student records in accordance
with applicable law, regulations, Board policy, the Student Records Plan and the district's legal and
investigative obligations.[4][7][9][10][11][19][44][46][50][56]

Threat assessment members whose other assignments and roles require confidentiality of specific
student communications, in accordance with law, shall ensure that all confidential communications and
information are addressed in accordance with applicable law, regulations, and Board policy.[10][57][58]
[59][60]

Annual Board Report

The threat assessment team shall provide the required information to the Superintendent, in
consultation with the School Safety and Security Coordinator, to annually develop and present to the
Board, at an executive session, a report outlining the district’s approach to threat assessment, which
shall include:[1]
1. Verification that the district’s threat assessment team and process complies with applicable law
and regulations.

2. The number of threat assessment teams assigned in the district, and their composition.
3. The total number of threats assessed that year.

4, A summary of interactions with outside law enforcement agencies, juvenile probation and
behavioral service providers.

5. An assessment of the district’s threat assessment team(s) operation.
6. Recommendations for improvement of the district’s threat assessment processes.

7. Any additional information required by the Superintendent or designee.

The annual threat assessment report shall be presented as part of the annual report to the Board by the
School Safety and Security Coordinator on district safety and security practices.[1][5]

The threat assessment team’s information addressing verification of compliance with law and
regulations, the number of threat assessment teams assigned in the district and their composition, the
total number of threats assessed that year, and any additional information required by the
Superintendent or designee shall be included in the School Safety and Security Coordinator’s annual
report on district safety and security practices that is submitted to the state’s School Safety and
Security Committee.[1][5][61]
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Prior Revised Dates 08/15/16, 9/16/19

Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to maintain a safe, positive environment for students and staff that is free
from hazing. Hazing activities of any type are inconsistent with the educational goals of the district and
are prohibited at all times.

Definitions

Hazing occurs when a person intentionally, knowingly or recklessly, for the purpose of initiating,
admitting or affiliating a student with an organization, or for the purpose of continuing or enhancing
membership or status in an organization, causes, coerces or forces a student to do any of the following:
[1]

1. Violate federal or state criminal law.

2. Consume any food, liquid, alcoholic liquid, drug or other substance which subjects the student to a
risk of emotional or physical harm.

3. Endure brutality of a physical nature, including whipping, beating, branding, calisthenics or
exposure to the elements.

4. Endure brutality of a mental nature, including activity adversely affecting the mental health or
dignity of the individual, sleep deprivation, exclusion from social contact or conduct that could
result in extreme embarrassment.

5. Endure brutality of a sexual nature.

6. Endure any other activity that creates a reasonable likelihood of bodily injury to the student.

Aggravated hazing occurs when a person commits an act of hazing that results in serious bodily injury
or death to the student and:[2]
1. The person acts with reckless indifference to the health and safety of the student; or

2. The person causes, coerces or forces the consumption of an alcoholic liquid or drug by the
student.




Organizational hazing occurs when an organization intentionally, knowingly or recklessly promotes or
facilitates hazing.[3][4]

Any activity, as described above, shall be deemed a violation of this policy regardless of whether:[5]
1. The consent of the student was sought or obtained, or

2. The conduct was sanctioned or approved by the school or organization.

Student activity or organization means any activity, society, corps, team, club or service, social or
similar group, operating under the sanction of or recognized as an organization by the district, whose
members are primarily students or alumni of the organization.[6][7]

For purposes of this policy, bodily injury shall mean impairment of physical condition or substantial
pain.[8]

For purposes of this policy, serious bodily injury shall mean bodily injury which creates a substantial
risk of death or which causes serious, permanent disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the
function of any bodily member or organ.[8]

Authority

The Board prohibits hazing in connection with any student activity or organization regardless of whether
the conduct occurs on or off school property or outside of school hours.[4][5][7][9][10]

No student, parent/guardian, coach, sponsor, volunteer or district employee shall engage in, condone or
ignore any form of hazing.

The Board encourages students who believe they, or others, have been subjected to hazing to promptly
report such incidents to the building principal or designee.

Title IX Sexual Harassment and Other Discrimination

Every report of alleged hazing that can be interpreted at the outset to fall within the provisions of
policies addressing potential violations of laws against discrimination shall be handled as a joint,
concurrent investigation into all allegations and coordinated with the full participation of the Compliance
Officer and Title IX Coordinator. If, in the course of a hazing investigation, potential issues of
discrimination are identified, the Title IX Coordinator shall be promptly notified, and the investigation
shall be conducted jointly and concurrently to address the issues of alleged discrimination as well as the
incidents of alleged hazing.[11][12]

Delegation of Responsibility

Students, parents/guardians, coaches, sponsors, volunteers, and district employees shall be alert to
incidents of hazing and shall report such conduct to the building principal or designee.

When a student's behavior indicates a threat to the safety of the student, other students,
school employees, school facilities, the community or others, district staff shall report the
student to the threat assessment team, in accordance with applicable law and Board policy.
[13][14]

Guidelines

In addition to posting this policy on the district’s publicly accessible website, the district shall inform
students, parents/guardians, sponsors, volunteers and district employees of the district’s policy
prohibiting hazing, including district rules, penalties for violations of the policy, and the program
established by the district for enforcement of the policy by means of publication in handbooks and
verbal instructions by the coach or sponsor at the start of the season or program [4]




This policy, along with other applicable district policies, procedures and Codes of Conduct, shall be
provided to all school athletic coaches and all sponsors and volunteers affiliated with a student activity
or organization, prior to coaching an athletic activity or serving as a responsible adult supervising,
advising, assisting or otherwise participating in a student activity or organization together with a notice
that they are expected to read and abide by the policies, procedures and Codes of Conduct.[7]

Complaint Procedure

A student who believes that they have been subject to hazing is encouraged to promptly report the
incident to the building principal or designee.

Students are encouraged to use the district’s report form, available from the building principal, or to put
the complaint in writing; however, oral complaints shall be accepted and documented. The person
accepting the complaint shall handle the report objectively, neutrally and professionally, setting aside
personal biases that might favor or disfavor the student filing the complaint or those accused of a
violation of this policy.

The Board directs that verbal and written complaints of hazing shall be provided to the building principal
or designee, who shall promptly notify the Superintendent or designee of the allegations and determine
who shall conduct the investigation. Allegations of hazing shall be investigated promptly, and
appropriate corrective or preventative action be taken when allegations are substantiated. The Board
directs that any complaint of hazing brought pursuant to this policy shall also be reviewed for conduct
which may not be proven to be hazing under this policy but merits review and possible action under
other Board policies.

Interim Measures/Police

Upon receipt of a complaint of hazing, the building principal or designee, in consultation with the
Superintendent or designee, shall determine what, if any interim measures should be put in place to
protect students from further hazing, bullying, discrimination or retaliatory conduct related to the
alleged incident and report. Such interim measures may include, but not be limited to, the suspension of
an adult who is involved, the separation of alleged victims and perpetrators, and the determination of
what the complaining student needs or wants through questioning.

Those receiving the initial report and conducting or overseeing the investigation will assess whether the
complaint, if proven, would constitute hazing, aggravated hazing or organizational hazing and shall
report it to the police consistent with district practice and, as appropriate, consult with legal counsel
about whether to report the matter to the police at every stage of the proceeding. The decision to report
a matter to the police should not involve an analysis by district personnel of whether safe harbor
provisions might apply to the person being reported, but information on the facts can be shared with
the police in this regard.[15]

Referral to Law Enforcement and Safe Schools Reporting Requirements -

For purposes of reporting hazing incidents to law enforcement in accordance with Safe Schools Act
reporting, the term incident shall mean an instance involving an act of violence; the possession of a
weapon; the possession, use, or sale of a controlled substance or drug paraphernalia as defined in the
Pennsylvania Controlled Substance, Drug, Device and Cosmetic Act; the possession, use, or sale of
alcohol or tobacco; or conduct that constitutes an offense listed under the Safe Schools Act.[16][17]
[18]

The Superintendent or designee shall immediately report required incidents and may report
discretionary incidents, as defined in the Safe Schools Act, committed by students on school property, at
any school-sponsored activity or on a conveyance providing transportation to or from a school or school-
sponsored activity to the local police department that has jurisdiction over the school’s property, in
accordance with state law and regulations, the procedures set forth in the memorandum of
understanding with local law enforcement and Board policies.[16][17][19][20][21][22]




The Superintendent or designee shall notify the parent/guardian of any student directly involved in a
defined incident as a victim or suspect immediately, as soon as practicable. The Superintendent or
designee shall inform the parent/guardian whether or not the local police department that has
jurisdiction over the school property has been or may be notified of the incident. The Superintendent or
designee shall document attempts made to reach the parent/guardian.[17][22][23]

In accordance with state law, the Superintendent shall annually, by July 31, report all new incidents to
the Office for Safe Schools on the required form.[16][22]

Confidentiality

Confidentiality of all parties, witnesses, the allegations, the filing of a complaint and the investigation
shall be handled in accordance with applicable law, regulations, this policy and the district’s legal and
investigative obligations.

Retaliation

Reprisal or retaliation relating to reports of hazing or participation in an investigation of allegations of
hazing is prohibited and shall be subject to disciplinary action.

Consequences for Violations
Safe Harbor -

An individual needing medical attention or seeking medical attention for another shall not be subject to
criminal prosecution if the individual complies with the requirements under law, subject to the
limitations set forth in law.[15]

Students =

If the investigation results in a substantiated finding of hazing, the investigator shall recommend
appropriate disciplinary action up to and including expulsion, as circumstances warrant, in accordance
with the Code of Student Conduct. The student may also be subject to disciplinary action by the coach
or sponsor, up to and including removal from the activity or organization. The fact of whether a student
qualified for and received safe harbor under a criminal investigation shall be considered in assigning

In addition to other authorized discipline, building principals shall have the authority, after providing the
student or students an informal hearing, to impose a fine of up to Fifty dollars ($50) on each student
determined to have engaged in hazing in violation of this policy.[4][24]

When recommended disciplinary action results in a formal hearing before the Board, in addition to other
authorized disciplinary consequences, the Board may also impose a fine of up to One hundred fifty
dollars ($150) on each student determined to have engaged in hazing in violation of this policy.[4][25]

Nonstudent Violators/Organizational Hazing -

If the investigation results in a substantiated finding that a coach, sponsor, or volunteer affiliated with
the student activity or organization engaged in, condoned or ignored any violation of this policy, the
coach, sponsor, or volunteer shall be disciplined in accordance with Board policy and applicable laws and
regulations. Discipline could include, but is not limited to, dismissal from the position as coach, sponsor,
or volunteer, and/or dismissal from district employment.[26]

If an organization is found to have engaged in organizational hazing, it shall be subject to the imposition
of fines and other appropriate penalties. Penalties may include rescission of permission for that
organization to operate on school property or to otherwise operate under the sanction or recognition of
the district.

Criminal Prosecution -



Any person or organization that causes or participates in hazing may also be subject to criminal
prosecution.[4]
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Title Bullying/Cyberbullying
Code 249 Vol III 2021
Status First Reading

Adopted November 17, 2008
Last Revised September 21, 2020
Last Reviewed May 21, 2018

Prior Revised Dates 08/20/12, 06/17/19

Purpose

The Board is committed to providing a safe, positive learning environment for district students. The
Board recognizes that bullying creates an atmosphere of fear and intimidation, detracts from the safe
environment necessary for student learning, and may lead to more serious violence. Therefore, the
Board prohibits bullying by district students.

Definitions

Bullying means an intentional electronic, written, verbal or physical act or series of acts directed at
another student or students, which occurs in a school setting that is severe, persistent or pervasive and
has the effect of doing any of the following:[1]

1. Substantially interfering with a student’s education.

2. Creating a threatening environment.
3. Substantially disrupting the orderly operation of the school.
Bullying, as defined in this policy, includes cyberbullying.

School setting means in the school, on school grounds, in school vehicles, at a designated bus stop or
at any activity sponsored, supervised or sanctioned by the school.[1]

Authority
The Board prohibits all forms of bullying by district students.[1]

The Board encourages students who believe they or others have been bullied to promptly report such
incidents to the building principal or designee.

Students are encouraged to use the district’s report form, available from the building principal, or to put
the complaint in writing; however, oral complaints shall be accepted and documented. The person
accepting the complaint shall handle the report objectively, neutrally and professionally, setting aside




personal biases that might favor or disfavor the student filing the complaint or those accused of a
violation of this policy.

The Board directs that verbal and written complaints of bullying shall be investigated promptly, and
appropriate corrective or preventative action be taken when allegations are substantiated. The Board
directs that any complaint of bullying brought pursuant to this policy shall also be reviewed for conduct
which may not be proven to be bullying under this policy but merits review and possible action under
other Board policies.

When a student's behavior indicates a threat to the safety of the student, other students,
school employees, school facilities, the community or others, district staff shall report the
student to the threat assessment team, in accordance with applicable law and Board policy.

[2]1[3]
Title IX Sexual Harassment and Other Discrimination

Every report of alleged bullying that can be interpreted at the outset to fall within the provisions of |
policies addressing potential violations of laws against discrimination shall be handled as a joint,

concurrent investigation into all allegations and coordinated with the full participation of the Compliance
Officer and Title IX Coordinator. If, in the course of a bullying investigation, potential issues of

discrimination are identified, the Title IX Coordinator shall be promptly notified, and the investigation

shall be conducted jointly and concurrently to address the issues of alleged discrimination as well as the
incidents of alleged bullying.[4][5]

Confidentiality

Confidentiality of all parties, witnesses, the allegations, the filing of a complaint and the investigation
shall be handled in accordance with applicable law, regulations, this policy and the district’s legal and
investigative obligations.

Retaliation

Reprisal or retaliation relating to reports of bullying or participation in an investigation of allegations of
bullying is prohibited and shall be subject to disciplinary action. |

Delegation of Responsibility

Each student shall be responsible to respect the rights of others and to ensure an atmosphere free from
bullying.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop administrative regulations to implement this policy.

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that this policy and administrative regulations are reviewed
annually with students.[1]

The Superintendent or designee, in cooperation with other appropriate administrators, shall review this
policy every three (3) years and recommend necessary revisions to the Board.[1]

District administration shall annually provide the following information with the Safe School Report:[1]
1. Board’s Bullying Policy.

2. Report of bullying incidents. ;

3. Information on the development and implementation of any bullying prevention, intervention or !
education programs. '

Guidelines



The Code of Student Conduct, which shall contain this policy, shall be disseminated annually to
students.[1][6][7]

This policy shall be accessible in every classroom. The policy shall be posted in a prominent location
within each school building and on the district website.[1]

Education

The district may develop, implement and evaluate bullying prevention and intervention programs and
activities. Programs and activities shall provide district staff and students with appropriate training for
effectively responding to, intervening in and reporting incidents of bullying.[1][8][9][10]

Consequences for Violations

A student who violates this policy shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action consistent with the
Code of Student Conduct, which may include:[1][6][11]
1. Counseling within the school.

2. Parental conference.

3. Loss of school privileges.

4. Transfer to another school building, classroom or school bus.
5. Exclusion from school-sponsored activities.

6. Detention.

7. Suspension.

8. Expulsion.

9. Referral to law enforcement officials.
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Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to maintain a safe, positive learning environment for all students that is
free from dating violence. Dating violence is inconsistent with the educational goals of the district and is
prohibited at all times.

Definitions

Dating partner shall mean a person, regardless of gender, involved in an intimate relationship with
another person, primarily characterized by the expectation of affectionate involvement, whether casual,
serious or long-term.[1]

Dating violence shall mean behavior where one person uses threats of, or actually uses, physical,
sexual, verbal or emotional abuse to control the person’s dating partner.[1]

Authority

The Board encourages students who have been subjected to dating violence to promptly report such
incidents.

The district shall investigate promptly all complaints of dating violence and shall administer appropriate
discipline to any student who violates this policy.[2]

When a student's behavior indicates a threat to the safety of the student, other students,
school employees, school facilities, the community or others, district staff shall report the
student to the threat assessment team, in accordance with applicable law and Board policy.

[31[4]
Title IX Sexual Harassment and Other Discrimination

Every report of alleged dating violence that can be interpreted at the outset to fall within the provisions
of policies addressing potential violations of laws against discrimination shall be handled as a joint,
concurrent investigation into all allegations and coordinated with the full participation of the Compliance
Officer and Title IX Coordinator. If, in the course of a dating violence investigation, potential issues of
discrimination are identified, the Title IX Coordinator shall be promptly notified, and the investigation




shall be conducted jointly and concurrently to address the issues of alleged discrimination as well as the
incidents of alleged dating violence.[5][6]

Discipline of Student Convicted or Adjudicated of Sexual Assault

Upon notification of a conviction or adjudication of a student in this district for sexual assault against
another student enrolled in this district, the district shall comply with the disciplinary requirements
established by state law and Board policy.[7][8]

Guidelines

Complaint Procedure

When a student believes that they have been subject to dating violence, the student is encouraged to
promptly report the incident, orally or in writing, to the building principal, guidance counselor
and classroom teacher.

The building principal shall conduct a timely, impartial, and comprehensive investigation of the alleged
dating violence.

The building principal shall prepare a written report summarizing the investigation and recommending
disposition of the complaint. The complainant and the accused shall be informed of the outcome of the
investigation.[1]

If the investigation results in a substantiated finding of dating violence, the building principal shall
recommend appropriate disciplinary action, as circumstances warrant, in accordance with the Code of
Student Conduct.[1][2]

The district shall document the corrective action taken and, where not prohibited by law, inform the
complainant.

This policy on dating violence shall be:[1]
1. Published in the Code of Student Conduct.

2. Published in the Student Handbook.
3. Made available on the district’s website, if available.

4. Provided to parents/guardians.

Dating_Violence Training

The district may provide dating violence training to guidance counselors, nurses, and mental health staff
at the high school as deemed necessary. At the discretion of the Superintendent, parents/guardians and
other staff may also receive training on dating violence.[1]

Dating_Violence Education

The district may incorporate age-appropriate dating violence education into the annual health
curriculum framework for students in grades nine through twelve. The district shall consult with at least
one (1) local domestic violence program or rape crisis program when developing the educational
program.[1][9]

A parent/guardian of a student under the age of eighteen (18) shall be permitted to examine the
instructional materials for the dating violence education program.[1][10]

At the request of the parent/guardian, the student may be excused from all or part of the dating
violence education program.[1][11]
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Title Emergency Preparedness and Response
Code 805 Vol III 2021

Status First Reading

Adopted September 15, 2008

Last Revised August 19, 2013

Purpose

The Board recognizes its responsibility for the safety of students, staff, visitors and facilities. Therefore,
the Board shall provide facilities, equipment and training necessary to protect against hazards and
emergencies, including but not limited to natural disasters, hazardous chemicals, fires, weapons, bomb
threats, intruders, terrorism, communicable diseases and pandemics. Advance planning, training,
practice and comprehensive implementation are key components in protecting the safety and security of
the school community.[1]

Authority

The district, in cooperation with the county Emergency Management Agency and the Pennsylvania
Emergency Management Agency (PEMA), shall develop and implement a comprehensive disaster
response and emergency preparedness plan, consistent with the guidelines developed by PEMA and
other applicable state requirements.[2][3]

The Board shall also utilize the resources of and comply with the requirements of the Pennsylvania
Department of Health, the Pennsylvania Department of Education, and local law enforcement agencies.

[4]

The Board requires that emergency preparedness, emergency evacuation and school security drills be
conducted at intervals required by state law.[3][5][6]

Definitions

School security drill = a planned exercise, other than a fire drill or natural disaster drill, designed to
practice procedures to respond to an emergency situation that may include, but is not limited to, an act
of terrorism, armed intruder situation or other violent threat.[5]

School Safety and Security Assessment - a strategic evaluation of a school entity’s facilities and
programs used to identify potential safety and security threats.[7]

Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent or designee shall collaborate with relevant stakeholders, including
parents/guardians, students, staff, community agencies, local law enforcement agencies and first




responders, during the development and implementation of the emergency preparedness plan.

The Superintendent or designee shall implement a communication system to notify parents/guardians of
the evacuation or sheltering of students and to alert the entire school community when necessary.

Annually, on or before April 10, the Superintendent shall certify that emergency evacuation drills and
school security drills have been conducted in the manner prescribed by law.[5]

In accordance with state law and regulations, the Superintendent shall execute a memorandum of
understanding with each local police department that has jurisdiction over school property.[4][8][9]

The Board directs the Superintendent or designee to periodically complete a School Safety and Security
Assessment in accordance with the provisions of law and established criteria, based on the needs of the
district and availability of funding and resources.[7][10]

Guidelines

Emergency Planning

The emergency preparedness plan shall be accessible in each district building, be reviewed at least
annually, and be modified as necessary. A copy of the plan shall be made accessible to the county
Emergency Management Agency, each local police department and each local fire department that have
jurisdiction over school property. The district shall obtain assurances from each appropriate agency that
the emergency preparedness plan will be safeguarded and maintained confidentially.[2][3][11]

Appropriate information regarding the emergency preparedness plan shall be communicated to
students, parents/guardians, staff, the community and other relevant stakeholders.

Annually, by September 30, the district shall assemble information required to assist local police and fire
departments in responding to an emergency. The required information shall be deployed immediately to
the Incident Command Post in the event of an emergency incident or disaster.[2][3][4]

Schools and school buses or transportation vehicles owned or leased by the district shall be made
available to local, county and state officials for emergency planning and exercises.[3]

Continuity of Student Learning/Core Operations

In the event of an emergency, local, county or state officials may require that schools be made available
to serve as mass-care facilities. Local, county or state officials may also utilize district-owned buses and
other transportation vehicles. The Superintendent or designee shall determine whether schools shall be

closed, or the educational program suspended, to safeguard student and staff health and safety.[3][12]

State officials may also direct schools to close in order to mitigate the spread of infection or iliness in
designated emergencies.[13]

The district shall make provisions in the emergency preparedness plan for the continuity of student
learning during school closings or excessive absences, in accordance with law. This may include, as
appropriate, activities qualifying as instructional days for fulfilling the minimum required days of

1. Web-based instruction.

2. Mailed lessons and assignments

The continuity of core operations such as payroll and ongoing communication with staff, students and
parents/guardians shall be an essential part of the emergency preparedness plan.

Education and Training




Students and staff members shall be instructed and shall practice how to respond appropriately to
emergency situations.[5][6]

Effective infection control and prevention education and procedures, such as frequent hand washing and
cough/sneeze etiquette, shall be encouraged continually to help limit the spread of germs at district
schools.[19][20]

The district shall provide mandatory training to school employees on school safety and security based
on the district’s needs and in accordance with law. Training shall address any combination of one (1) or
more of the following areas:[21][22][23]

1. Situational awareness.

2. Trauma-informed approaches.[23][24]
3. Behavioral health awareness.

4. Suicide and bullying awareness.[25][26]
5. Substance use awareness.[27][28]

6. Emergency training drills, including fire, natural disaster, active shooter, hostage situation and
bomb threat.[29]

7. Identification or recognition of student behavior that may indicate a threat to the safety of the
student, other students, school employees, school facilities, the community or others.[30][31]

Employees are required to complete a minimum of three (3) hours of training every five (5) years.[22]

Required Drills

Emergency Preparedness Drill -

The Board directs district schools to conduct a disaster response or emergency preparedness plan drill
at least annually, in accordance with the provisions of law.[3]

Fire Drills -

The Board directs each district school to conduct fire drills at least once a month during the school year,
in accordance with the provisions of law.[5][6]

School Security Drills -

The Board directs each district school to conduct a school security drill within ninety (90) days of the
beginning of each school year. The school security drill shall be conducted while school is in session,
with students present.[5]

The school security drill may take the place of a fire drill for the month in which it is conducted.

The Superintendent or designee may conduct additional school security drills in district schools after the
first ninety (90) days of the school year. Up to two (2) additional school security drills per school year
may be conducted in place of the required fire drills for the month in which they are conducted.[5]

The Superintendent or designee shall:[5]
1. Oversee instruction and training of students and school employees in procedures for conducting
school security drills and responding to emergency situations.

2. Notify and request assistance from local law enforcement and the emergency management agency
prior to conducting a school security drill.




3. Notify parents/guardians of the students attending the school building where the school security
drill is scheduled in advance of conducting the drill.

Bus Evacuation Drills -

Bus evacuation and safety drills shall be conducted twice a year, in accordance with the provisions of
law.[5][32]

False alarms - 18 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 4905, 4906
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Section 800 Operations

Title School Security Personnel
Code 805.2 Vol III 2021

Status First Reading
Authority

The Board shall employ, contract for and/or assign staff to coordinate the safety and security of district
students, staff, visitors and facilities.

Definitions

School security personnel - school police officers, school resource officers and school security guards.

[1]

Independent contractor - an individual, including a retired federal agent or retired state, municipal or
military police officer or retired sheriff or deputy sheriff, whose responsibilities, including work hours,
are established in a written contract with the district for the purpose of performing school security
services.[1]

Third-party vendor - a company or entity approved by the Office for Safe Schools of the PA
Department of Education or the PA Commission on Crime and Delinquency that provides school security
services in accordance with law.[1]

Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent shall appoint a school administrator to serve as the School Safety and Security
Coordinator, in accordance with law.[2]

The School Safety and Security Coordinator shall report directly to the Superintendent, and shall be
responsible for the following:[2]
1. Oversee School Resource Officer (SRO)

2. Review and provide oversight of all Board policies related to school safety and security, and ensure
compliance with federal and state laws and regulations regarding school safety and security.

3. Coordinate training and resources for students and staff related to situational awareness, trauma-
informed approaches, behavioral health awareness, suicide and bullying, substance abuse, and
emergency procedures and training drills, including fire, natural disaster, active shooter, hostage
situation and bomb threat.[3][4]1[5][6][7]1[8][9]

4. Serve as the liaison with law enforcement.

5. Serve on the district's threat assessment team(s) and participate in required training
and the threat assessment process.[10][11]




By June 30 of each year, the School Safety and Security Coordinator shall make a report to the Board at
an executive session on the district’s current safety and security practices, and identify strategies to
improve school safety and security.[2][13]

The Board directs the School Safety and Security Coordinator to include the following information in the
annual report as applicable:

1.

10.

Threat assessment team information, including verification of compliance with law and
regulations, the number and composition of the district's threat assessment team(s),
the total number of threats assessed in the past year and any additional information on
threat assessment required by the Superintendent or designee, in accordance with
Board policy.[10][11]

. Reports of required emergency preparedness, fire, bus evacuation and school security drills.[8]

. Information on required school safety and security training and resources provided to students

and staff.

. Safe2Say Something aggregate data, including a breakdown of Life Safety and Non-Life Safety

reports received.

. Behavioral health and school climate information, including aggregate data from surveys and

assessments issued in the district, information on referrals and services accessed by students and
families, and identification of additional resources needed in the district.[14]

. Office for Safe Schools reports for the previous year(s) and/or data collected to date for the

current year.

. Updates regarding the district’s Memorandum of Understanding with local law enforcement

agencies.[15]

. Updates to laws, regulations and/or Board policies related to school safety and security.

. Information on tours, inspections and/or School Safety and Security Assessments of school

facilities and programs.

Information on grants or funding applied for and/or received in support of school safety and
security efforts.

A copy of the report shall be submitted to the state’s School Safety and Security Committee.[2]

School Resource Officer (SRO) - a law enforcement officer commissioned and employed by a law
enforcement agency whose duty station is located in the district and whose stationing is established by
an agreement between the law enforcement agency and the district. The term includes an active
certified sheriff or deputy sheriff whose stationing in the district is established by a written agreement
between the county, the sheriff’s office and the district.[1]

The agreement shall address the powers and duties conferred on SROs, which shall include but not be
limited to:[40]

1.

2.

Assist in identification of physical changes in the environment which may reduce crime in or
around a school.

Assist in developing Board policy or procedures which address crime, and recommending
procedural changes.




3. Develop and educate students in crime prevention and safety.

4. Address crime and violence issues, gangs and drug activities affecting or occurring in or around a
school.

5. Other duties as agreed upon between the district and municipal agency.

Prior to assignment in the district, the district shall confirm that the law enforcement agency
has completed a law enforcement agency background investigation and received the SRO's
separation record, when required, in compliance with applicable law and regulations. The
district shall coordinate with the law enforcement agency in making required reports
regarding hiring and separation, and maintaining all required records, in accordance with
applicable law and regulations.[26][30]

SROs shall successfully complete required training, in accordance with law.[40]
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Legal . 24 P.S. 1301-C

. 24 P.S. 1309-B
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. Pol. 236
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Pol. 351
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. 44 Pa. C.S5.A. 7301 et seq

NN N N N NN = = R e e e e e e
o 0 A W N P~ O WO 0 N OB DAA WN = O




27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
38
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45,

37 PA Code 241.6
44 Pa. C.S.A. 7310
24 P.S. 1303-C

37 PA Code 241.1 et seq
24 P.S. 1304-C

24 P.S. 1305-C

22 PA Code 10.23
22 PA Code 14,104
22 PA Code 14.133
Pol. 113.2

24 P.S. 1306-C

24 P.S. 1307-C
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42 Pa. C.S.A. 8953
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53 Pa. C.S.A. 2301 et seq
Pol. 705

Pol. 709




Northgate School District

Book Policy Manual
Section 800 Operations
Title District Social Media
Code 816 Vol II 2021
Status First Reading
Purpose

The purpose of this policy is to establish the process and standards for approval and operation of
district-owned social media accounts, and to identify the differences between personally owned social
media accounts and those maintained by the district.

Definitions

Social media - a category of Internet-based resources that integrate user-generated content and user
participation to share information, ideas, personal messages and other content, including photos and
videos. Social media includes social networks, which are online platforms where users can create
profiles, share information and personal messages, and connect with others.

District-owned social media account - a social media account, regardless of platform, that is
approved by the Board and operated by a designated district employee(s), and is designed to further
the educational mission of the district by providing information to the school community and general
public.

Personal social media account - a social media account, regardless of platform, that is attributed to
and operated by an employee, individual school director or student for personal use and is not approved
by the Board as an official communications channel of the district.

Designated public forum - created when a district-owned social media account is intentionally opened
for use by the public as a place for expressive activity where members of the public may communicate,
post or comment on information, subject to viewpoint neutral rules designated by the Board. In terms of
social media, this would include the ability of public users to comment on or reply to social media posts,
pictures, or videos.

Authority

The Superintendent or designee shall approve all official social media accounts created and/or
maintained as district-owned accounts.[1]

All district-owned social media accounts shall display the official name of the district.

The Board establishes that district-owned social media accounts may operate as a designated public
forum, where the public may comment and interact with information posted by the district, subject to
the Board’s established rules.




The district encourages community members to respond to posts and share comments that are
constructive and courteous toward the school community. Statements and opinions expressed by
visitors to the account do not reflect the opinions of the district. Questions regarding information should
be directed to the building principal or to the Superintendent’s office for district-wide information. The
district shall review comments and may remove comments which:

1. Are profane, vulgar, harmful to minors or obscene, in accordance with Board policy.[2]
2. Contain threats or contain personal attacks on individuals in the school community.

3. Promote, suggest or encourage illegal activity or incite violence.

4. Promote or endorse commercial products, services or businesses.[3]

5. Contain confidential information.

6. Contain false or libelous statements.

7. Contain hate speech directed at a protected class of individuals, in accordance with Board policy
on discrimination and harassment.[4][5]

8. Are spamming in nature (same comment posted repeatedly).

Delegation of Responsibility

The Board designates the Superintendent or designee to oversee all district-owned social media
accounts and serve as the primary contact person for district-owned social media accounts.

The Superintendent or designee shall notify students and staff about this policy through employee and
student handbooks, posting on the district website or by other appropriate methods.

The Board authorizes designated district staff maintaining district-owned social media accounts to
remove individual posts or comments by public users that violate the established social media rules of
this policy. The Board directs that review and consideration of posts or comments shall not discriminate
on the basis of content or viewpoint, and staff must always be able to articulate the reason for removing
a specific post, in accordance with Board policy. Staff may consult with the Superintendent or designee
and the school solicitor in determining appropriate actions.

Guidelines
Posting_of Personally Identifiable Information

The Board authorizes posting of student images in photos or videos depicting the educational process or
school-related events on district-owned social media accounts, unless the students’ parents/guardians
have opted out of sharing directory information under the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act and
Board policy.[7][8][10][11]

The Board prohibits posting of other personally identifiable information of students on district-owned
social media accounts without the consent of the parent/guardian, in accordance with applicable law,
regulations and Board policy. [7][8]

The Board prohibits posting of staff images in photos or videos when a staff member has submitted a
request to the Superintendent or designee that their image not be posted publicly online.

Accessibility

The Board directs district staff who maintain district-owned social media accounts to post content that is
accessible to individuals with disabilities, to the greatest extent possible based on the limitations of the




1. Including alternate text descriptions or captions for images.
2. Including captions for video content.
3. Avoiding text that is posted as an image.

4. Creating links and attachments in formats that are accessible to screen readers and other assistive
technology.

5. Formatting text so that it is accessible to screen readers and other assistive technology.

All district-owned social media accounts shall contain clear contact information that may be used by
members of the public to request accommodations or assistance.

Intellectual Property Rights

The illegal use of copyrighted, branded or trademarked materials or trade secrets is prohibited on
district-owned social media accounts. All content shall be subject to copyright fair use guidelines and
applicable laws, regulations and Board policy and administrative regulations.[9]

Connecting with Other Social Media Accounts

Content or information posted to district-owned social media accounts shall not be connected to other
social media accounts through linking or tagging if the outside account is for a commercial application,
product or service and the district or its employees would receive financial or other compensation as a
result of the connection.

When an official Board-approved corporate sponsorship or partnership includes connecting with the
sponsor on district-owned social media accounts through linking or tagging, such connections shall be
addressed in accordance with the provisions of the approved contract or partnership.

District-owned social media accounts shall not be connected to social media accounts of individual
students through linking or tagging.

Personal Social Media Accounts

The district shall not authorize, endorse or participate in posting on private social media accounts of
individual school directors or school employees.

School directors and employees are strongly encouraged to use privacy settings on social media
accounts and to clearly identify that it is their personal social media account and that it does not
officially represent the Board or district.

In accordance with Board policy establishing professional boundaries, school employees should only
communicate with students through district-provided communication devices or platforms, and shall not
follow, accept or make requests to connect or be friends with current students on personal social
networking or social media platforms.[16]

The district respects employees’ freedom of expression. The district does not actively monitor personal
social media accounts of current school employees; however, the district reserves the right to address
employees’ job-related speech or employee speech posted on social media that has the potential to
affect the district’s operations. Speech that takes place off-site and on an employee’s own time,
including posting on personal social media accounts, may be addressed if the district establishes that
the employee’s expression infringed on the interests of the district in promoting the efficient and
effective functioning and educational purpose of the district. If employee speech or expression would
violate law or Board policy in a traditional forum, it is also prohibited in an online forum. When an
employee speaks as a citizen on a matter of public concern, the district shall consult with the school




solicitor in determining the appropriate course of action, in accordance with applicable law, regulations

Student use of personal social media accounts shall be addressed in accordance with applicable Board
policies related to student conduct, expression and students’ individual rights and responsibilities. [2][4]
[23][24][25][26][27][28]

Consequences

A district employee who violates this policy may be subject to disciplinary action, up to and including
termination, in accordance with applicable law, regulations and Board policy.[16][21][29]
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. Pol. 218
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. Pol. 235

. Pol. 249

29. Pol. 317.1

Knight First Amendment Inst. at Columbia Univ. v. Trump, 928 F.3d 226 (2d Cir. 2019)
Davison v. Randall, 912 F.3d 666 (4th Cir. 2019)

Garcetti v. Ceballos, 547 U.S. 410 (2006)

Mike Campbell v. Cheri Toalson Reish, 986 F.3d 822 (8th Cir. 2021)
Pickering v. Board of Education, 391 U.S. 563 (1968)

Connick v. Myers, 461 U.S. 138 (1983)

Rankin v. McPherson, 483 U.S. 378 (1988)
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